Dundas Museum & Archives
YOUR COMMUNITY MUSEUM
DECEMBER 2013

Re–opened at long last!

On November 2, 2012, the Dundas
Museum and Archives officially shut
down for its renovation project. One
year later to the day, it was reopened at last thanks to the help
and support of so many community
members, volunteers, and staff.
The ribbon cutting ceremony took
place at 11am with The Honourable
David C. Onley wielding the scissors
and Board Chair Clare Crozier’s
grandchildren Levi and Abi grasping
the bright red ribbon. The packed
room resounded with applause and
carried out into the halls, halls
which still faintly smelled of new
paint and drywall dust. After cutting
the cake, shaking hands, and patting
backs, the Friends of the Museum
opened the doors to the Dundasians

who turned out in droves,
amounting to an incredible number
of over 800 through the weekend!
Also revealed during this weekend
was our newly christened Reference Room, named in honour of
Mr. Crozier. The big reveal happened on Friday night and was a
complete surprise to Mr. Crozier,
who was overjoyed to see his
name uncovered on the wall, put
up only that morning while he was
still in the building! Without the
enthusiasm he has for community,
this project would never be what it
is today. Thank you Clare.

Capital Campaign Funds
raised so far: $48,905
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Letter from the Board Chair
After being closed for a year-long expansion and renovation the Dundas Museum & Archives officially reopened on
Saturday, November 2nd. Completion of the project would not have been possible without the collaborative assistance
of our fellow Dundas Arts Community Foundation partners, the Carnegie Gallery and the Dundas Valley School of Art;
a $2.450-million grant from the provincial ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (which we shared equally
with our good friends at the Carnegie Gallery); a $75,000 federal government Enabling Accessibility Grant; and our
Friends of the Museum. We owe a sincere debt of gratitude to MPP Ted McMeekin and MP David Sweet for their assistance in securing provincial and federal government funding support for the three Dundas arts and heritage organizations, and to Russ Powers for his guidance in addressing our heritage and construction issues with the City of Hamilton. With easy access to the building, an elevator and fully accessible washrooms the museum is now positioned to
welcome all our visitors.
It was a special treat to have Ontario's Lieutenant Governor, the Honorable David Onley, join us for the gala reopening
and are appreciative for the opportunity to listen to his warm words of greetings. The Lieutenant Governor, who fulfils
his position with dignity and grace, is a testament to the human spirit. An avid historian, Mr. Onley spent an hour
touring the museum with curator Kevin Puddister. It was a privilege to have him with us.
With its dedicated archival reference room, expanded gallery space, new educational programming and learning centre, and our highly qualified and experienced staff, the museum is well positioned as it faces an exciting future. Thanks
to financial support from our Friends of the Museum, and the Dougher Family Community Fund, the museum is in a
position to develop and deliver a stimulating and robust heritage education program to school groups and seniors, an
initiative we view as pivotal to the museum's future success.
Recognition must be made to our museum staff: curator and administrator Kevin Puddister, archivist Sandra Kiemele,
collections manager Sandu Sindile, museum assistant Esther Brouwer, educator Allison Hannah, and so to many of
our dedicated volunteers who worked tirelessly to ensure the museum would be ready for the November 2 nd reopening. Thank you all.
On Saturday, December 7th we hosted our first social event at your newly transformed community museum, our annual Friends of the Museum Christmas dinner. As an added feature we again welcomed John D. Huston with his presentation of Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol, to Dundas. In a thank you note one guest said ... 'last evening was tremendous, it was the nicest Christmas dinner, everything was perfect – the food, the drink, the friendship, the fellowship. The Christmas decor was just right, and John Huston couldn't have been better. It was incredible, a true valley
town highlight.'
On behalf of the Board and Staff I would like to extend our sincere appreciation for your commitment, interest and
support of the Dundas Museum & Archives. We wish you and your family a wonderful Christmas and a safe and happy
holiday season. As Tiny Tim said those many years ago - God Bless Us – Everyone!
Clare
C.E. (Clare) Crozier
President & Board Chair
Dundas Museum & Archives

The Lennard’s Mill - by Graham Lennard
Proceeds support the Dundas Museum and Archives Community
Garden Fund; enabling us to improve the grounds around the
Museum.

Only $25!
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Your Community Museum

Photo Opportunities

Although we’ve only been open for a month, we’ve already had
so many memorable moments!

New Faces
From Co-op students to new full-time staff, our team keeps growing!

Esther Brouwer—Museum Assistant

Tom Craske - Co-op Student

Jessica Gemmell—Co-op Student

Are you interested in
helping at the Museum? If
you would like to volunteer
please call 905-627-7412
for more information .

The Dundas Museum
& Archives will be
open for the holidays
on January 2, 3 & 4
We hope to see you!

The Dundas Museum
& Archives is proud to
celebrate Robbie
Burns Day on January
23 and 25
We hope to see you!

Connect with us online!
www.dundasmuseum.ca
@dundasmuseum

139 Park Street West
Dundas, Ontario L9H 1X8

facebook.com/DundasMuseum

Phone: 905-627-7412
E-mail: mail@dundasmuseum.ca

Kerry McNamara, Vice
Chair

flickr.com/photos/dundasmuseum/

Staff

Board of Directors
Clare Crozier, President &
Board Chair

youtube.com/DundasMuseum

Tom Bontje

Kevin Puddister, Curator

Peter Curtis

Sandu Sindile, Collections Manager

Keith Green

Ron Simpson, Treasurer

Dorothy Richardson

Les Paci, Secretary

Arlene VanderBeek

Sandra Kiemele, Archivist
Allison Hannah, Museum Educator
Esther Brouwer, Museum Assistant

