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Made in Dundas Christmas
CONNECT
WITH US
ONLINE!

Capital
Campaign Funds
raised so far:
$188,400
Thank You!

Mark your calendars, the Made in Dundas Christmas event is scheduled to take place
Saturday December 6th from 11am to 4pm! The Museum has planned a number
of fun Christmas activities this year, including an exclusive story telling and music
event by Dundas local Lynne Kittredge-Fox from her new book The Jungle Valley
Jamboree. Don’t forget to bring your cameras because at 12:30 Father Christmas will
be stopping by the DMA for pictures!
Other activities include Christmas caroling with Professor John Picone, tree ornament crafting, Little House on the Prairie activities, and some fun, frozen games! If
you’re lucky, you might even catch a glimpse of
Ebenezer Scrooge and the ghosts of Christmas past,
present and future. But don’t be frightened, stop and
talk to these friendly ghosts! They might even have
some useful tips for our scavenger hunt!
So be sure to come on in, help us decorate our
Christmas tree, create some memories, and prepare
your own family for the season of giving! We can’t
wait to share our holiday joys with you!

Seniors Programming now
Available
The Dundas Museum & Archives is
happy to begin offering seniors
programs for local retirement homes.
Thanks to funding from the Dougher
Foundation and the Hamilton Community Foundation, we are able to
offer six developed programs for free.
Our programs range from the history of
Dundas in a visual presentation, to hands

on activities and crafts based on the town’s
natural and industrial history. Brochures for
these programs are available upon request.

Page 2

A War Without End
“A War Without End” is currently on display in
our Feature Gallery. Commemorating the centenary of World War I, this exhibit explores the
war from the perspective of three Dundas boys –
Charles Mitson, James Knowles Bertram, and
Leonard Halliday Bertram.

The exhibit takes the visitor from 1914 when the
boys attested, through training and their journey to
England. Their service on the battlefields of France
and Belgium are recounted, and finally, the return of
Len, and then Charlie to Canada. Jamie was killed at
the Somme in 1916.

The Museum is uniquely positioned to tell this
story. Not only do we have letters, diaries, photographs, and artifacts from these young men,
we are very fortunate to have family members of
the three soldiers active in the life of the Museum. Jean Harvey and Janet Bertram Brown, the
daughters of Charles Mitson and Leonard Bertram, offered their personal recollections and
loaned items for the exhibit. We are particularly
grateful for the support of Jean and her son Matthew Harvey, who loaned photograph albums,
medals, a walking stick
and other items belonging
to Jean’s father (and Matthew’s grandfather),
Charles Mitson. Leonard
Bertram’s grandson Jamie, and his sons Richard
and Dan also generously
loaned items.

In addition to artifacts and a replica trench, the exhibit uses archival documents from the Museum’s
collection, including photographs, letters, diaries,
maps, and plans, to tell the story of these three soldiers. “It is important to realize that although no participants of this war are still alive, we are able to tell
their stories with the records they left behind”, says
Sandra Kiemele, the Museum’s Archivist.
Of particular note are the albums of Charles Mitson.
“Charlie Mitson’s snapshots give us a fascinating
glimpse of life during an incredibly difficult time. We
certainly appreciate that
these photos and records are
available to us. And it makes
us realize how critically important it is to ensure that
these records are preserved.”

The exhibit runs until February 16, 2015.

SPECIAL PRE-SCHOOL DROP IN CHRISTMAS

MEET FATHER CHRISTMAS!
Join us for a morning full of crafts, sing alongs, tea parties,
and games, followed by a visit by Father Christmas

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16TH, 2014
Dundas Museum & Archives
Your Community Museum

Letter from the Board Chair
It is difficult to believe a year has passed since the newly expanded and refurbished Dundas Museum
and Archives reopened. The new design has allowed for us to transform, reshape, and broaden the
scope of the museum, something the Board and Staff viewed as critical to its long-term future success.
The 72% increase in visitors over this past year shows us that we are on the right track.
At their core, museums are educational institutions and as essential to our community as schools and
libraries. Museums in this country welcome thousands of school children each year, and these students are not on field trips as you and I might understand them. Today, these trips are an extension of
the classroom. As guardians of our heritage, the museum staff is diligently working to develop and
deliver imaginative, stimulating programming, and study modules which follow the curriculum guidelines. Meetings have been held with school officials to see how we can work collaboratively to ensure
the schools take advantage of the educational benefits we offer.
Our goal is to make field trips to the DMA an automatic part of
each grades course of study.
In positioning the DMA as your community museum, new ways
have been developed in the manner we deliver exhibitions, in the
care and preservation of our collections, uses of digital resources
for archival research, and in programming. Thanks to the support
of our many Friends of the Museum, we are working hard to bring
you the high-quality programming you have come to expect. Developments in the past year include:
 Thursday operating hours have been expanded to accommodate evening exhibit openings, lectures, and programs of interest.
 The Education Center local art exhibition schedule is fully booked through 2015. Applications are now being accepted for the 2016 year.
 An exhibit schedule has been drafted through 2017.
 A weekly pre-school drop-in program takes place Tuesday mornings.
 Thanks to a grant from the Dougher Community Fund we have developed heritage
programming for seniors.
 Numerous community and charitable organisations are using our multipurpose education center for meetings.
 Volunteers continue to assist and work on a variety of projects including research inquiries; cataloguing our reference library; and uploading content onto Flickr.
 On December 6th we are hosting a free family oriented event: Made in Dundas Christmas Family Fun Day with Father Christmas, crafts and caroling.
 Planning is underway for a new “Heritage Dinner” in the months to come.
On behalf of the DMA Staff and Board, we extend our warmest wishes for a very happy Christmas
and the best wishes for 2015.

C.E (Clare) Crozier
President & Board Chair
Dundas Museum & Archives

Dundas Dahlias at the Museum
While continuously researching and gathering information about the history of Dundas gardens, gardening, & gardeners Dahlias were a very popular plant and widely grown. In 2013 the opportunity to have some unique Dahlias planted at the
Dundas Museum was organized by me, which included the assistance of the Hamilton & District Chrysanthemum & Dahlia
Society and the Dundas Museum. With contributions from The Dirt Depot and Petries
Top Soil.
Jim Hall a Dundas resident & member of the Society supplied the Dahlias and with the
help of James Agro and myself; 50 Dahlias (twenty - seven varieties) were planted in
early June of 2014. This was the first mass planting of Dahlias in Dundas for many,
many years and, it was included as part of the 50th anniversary for the Dahlia Society.
Jim Hall prepares Dahlias for planting this
past June.

The Dahlia plant came from the 14th century Aztec civilization in Mexico. A major
plant breeding development for different varieties began
in the late 18th and very early 19th centuries when Dahlias became well established in Europe. Some of these varieties were brought to North America in the 1800’s and may have
included ‘Lilac Perfection’ - 1836. Dahlias are known to be in Dundas gardens during the
early years of 1900.
The varieties planted at the museum ranged from 1909 (‘Little Beeswing’) up to 2013
(‘Clearview Daniel‘). From late August to early November, the Dahlias transformed the
front landscape of the museum into a colourful array of
blooms in different shapes and sizes. Everyone from far and
near have expressed great delight for the Dahlias when visiting or passing by the museum.

A monarch butterfly enjoys Bishop of
Llandaff, one of the many dahlias at the
Dundas Museum

During the week prior to our first blast of cold and snow in November; the Dahlias were
dug out, prepped and stored for next year, at the museum. These stored Dahlias are currently for sale to the public at the museum with proceeds going to the Dundas Museum Garden
Fund, which will support the continuous planning and development of the historic garMembers of the Chrysanthemum & Dahlia
dens at the museum.
Society work to prepare dahlias for the winter

By Larry Sagar

From the DMA Classroom!
The beginning of the 2014-2015 school year has been both exciting and
busy for Education at the DMA! Almost 300 young people from local
elementary schools have enjoyed our education programs since school
began in the fall. Discovering the life and culture of the people who
first lived in the valley has captured the interest of many students and
teachers in our local schools. Students from across Dundas have explored how First Nations people arrived in the valley almost 10,000
years ago and what life was like in a Longhouse that could be as long as
a soccer field! A second grade 3 education module has been developed
First Nations Longhouse at nearby Crawford Lake
where young people discover what life
was like for a person their age 200 years ago!
Chores around the home, work on the farm or in a blacksmith shop, as well as learning
your lessons from a hornbook in a one-room school house are all part of this exploration. The DMA welcomed Mr. Larry Smaughn, a historic blacksmith who works in Milton, to the first presentation of this unit. Students had great fun as Mr. Smaughn helped
them use a shingle froe – one that he had made himself! – to split wood.
One of the highlights for students from local schools was Studio Babette’s presentation, From Ruthven to Passchendaele. This incredibly moving story of the Thompson family of Cayuga and their involvement in World War I was a most fitting way to
commemorate the centennial of the beginning of The Great War. More than a hundred
young people enjoyed this puppet show.
A second issue of Disco, DMA Education’s School Newsletter, has been published and delivered to all 12 schools in
the Dundas area. The grade 3 unit, First
People of the Valley, as well as the DMA’s exhibition, A War Without End
have been highlighted and principals have been strongly encouraged to
arrange visits for their students to participate in these programs. It is the
goal of DMA Education that every student from grades 4 to 8 come and
learn about the three young men from Dundas – cousins Leonard and
Jamie Bertram, and Charles Mitson – who fought in The Great War.
Theirs is a story our young people need to hear. The peace they enjoy is dearly
bought.
Milton Blacksmith Larry Smaughn
demonstrates a tallow candle mold

Studio Babette’s Marie Franek with students
from the audience

In closing, may I invite any Friends of the Dundas Museum and Archives who are reading this Newsletter and would
like electronic copies of our school newsletter, Disco, to contact me. I would be happy to include you on my mailing
list. You are, of course, always welcome to come and join a class to participate in any of our education modules which
are outlined in Disco. I’ll keep you posted of upcoming school visits and invite you to come along and join in!
Secondly, if you are acquainted with any educators in the Dundas area, please mention the DMA and encourage them
to take advantage of the informative, exciting, and otherwise wonderful educational experiences waiting here for their
students.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Dr. John Picone – Director of Education
education@dundasmuseum.ca

Gift Shop Items for Christmas
Why not get something “Dundas” this
year?


Gift baskets full of toys on sale!



Books: local stories, local authors!



Jelly Brothers Neighbourhood Maps!



Picturesque Dundas Revisited!



Dundas mugs, pins, and key chains!



...and much more!

Are you interested in helping at the Museum?
If you would like to volunteer please call

Dundas Valley
Historical Society
2015 Heritage Calendars

Now available!

905-627-7412 for more information.

Only 15$!
Connect with us online!
www.dundasmuseum.ca
@dundasmuseum
facebook.com/DundasMuseum

139 Park Street West
Dundas, Ontario L9H 1X8

youtube.com/DundasMuseum

Phone: 905-627-7412
E-mail: mail@dundasmuseum.ca

flickr.com/photos/dundasmuseum/
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