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“Made In Dundas” a Happy Return
CONNECT WITH US
ONLINE!

Annual Festival goes off with a racing success!
Our annual ‘Made in Dundas’ Family Festival appeared on the yard of 139
Park Street once again after
a year’s hiatus during the
Museum’s renovation. This
year’s new appearances included Capture the Moment Photography, Boat
Building with Pierre
Desjardins aka our Education Director, John Picone,
and Rabbit Racing with the
local 4-H Group.

Food vendors gathered in
the new Education Centre
and sold their wares, including a delicious lunch from
Nellie James Food to Go,
sweets from the Village
Bakery, and chocolate creations by Beanermunkey
Chocolates, all local businesses from King Street.
Thanks to all our visitors for
an amazing festival! We
hope to see you again next
year!

Morden’s Family Festival makes a
splash!

Capital Campaign
Funds raised so far:
$125,738
Thank You!

The day promised sunshine and heat
for the Morden’s Family Festival up on
the hill. The wind cut across the fields
and kept the vendors and visitors
somewhat cool, while the ice cream
wagon did the rest. The Dundas Museum & Archives was represented by Education Director John Picone, volunteer Jacqueline Biddle, and Museum
Assistant Esther Brouwer. The three
were costumed in different decades of
Dundas history (1830s, 1810s, and
1780s) and had a model of the

Desjardins canal set up on the grass
with boat building equipment for kids
of all ages. A few pairs of stilts were also available for anyone feeling vertically
challenged! Thanks Morden’s! See you
next year!
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Views Of Canada Victorian Age Landscape Artists
Dundas Museum and Archives is proud to present
“Views of Canada - Victorian Age Landscape Artists”, the first historical art
exhibition organized on
our premises in over a
decade.

from renderings of European educated professional
artists who saw our country
as a curiosity to a truly Canadian school of art who
painted Canada in its extraordinary, breathtaking
beauty.

The exhibition explores
the evolution of the Canadian landscape painting

We are grateful for the support of our partnering institutions and private collec-

tors that made this exhibit
possible: RiverBrink Art
Museum in Queenston,
Kitchener Waterloo Art
Gallery, Art Gallery of
Hamilton, Government of
Ontario Art Collection,
Mr. Michael Ahrens of
Midland, Mr. rich mills of
Kitchener and The Group
of Ten Limited.

Plein Air Painters at Large
The Monday Painters was started about
fifteen years ago when a group of eager
students in Catherine Gibbon’s outdoor
painting class at the Dundas Valley School
of art decided to meet and paint together
outside of the classes. They made up a list
of favourite places to paint and one of the
participants mailed out a reminder each
week with the location and directions.
Over the years many other local artists
heard about this gathering and asked to be
added to the list and they came to be referred to as the Monday Group or the
Monday Painters. The group has remained informal and friendly and there
are now over thirty names on the mailing
list.
The artists come from many local communities and there is a range of talent
from professional to beginner, painting in
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pastels, watercolours, acrylics and oils. They
bundle up in boots and toques in winter and
can be found in shorts and shirts in the summer. The only requirement is a passion for the
joy of painting outdoors and a desire to paint
in the company of other like minded artists.
The painting locations cover the area from
Oakville to Hamilton, but Dundas with its historic buildings and vast natural areas is especially attractive. Bronte Harbour, Princess
Point and Bayfront Park are also favourites.
The constantly changing light, weather, insects
and passing critics often pose formidable challenges for outdoor painters so for the Monday
Painters the camaraderie is every bit as important as the art.

Interview with Sandu:
Continued...
What’s the process for physically transporting the paintings to our space here?
It’s different for institutions and for private collectors. If it’s a private collector, you just show up, sign
some forms like a loan agreement, wrap them up securely in some bubble wrap, and put them in the
back seat of your car. But a gallery’s different—different standards. We’re talking about insurance, special transportation, special packing, special wrapping, custom-made crates for each painting. This happened with RiverBrink. They had to custom-make crates for each piece. We had to show up with a van
with air conditioning. We had to provide them with readings from hygrometers [instruments for measuring moisture in the air that can degrade art media].
We have pretty good environmental conditions here, so that played a good role. They were very happy
to see the readings. That’s the first thing when you’re trying to have a loan from an art gallery or museum—readings of temperature and humidity. If they don’t like what they see you’ll get a polite no. Security is part of the contract too. They want to see cameras, an alarm system, ideally a security guard. And
insurance of course. The museum had to buy special insurance. There’s more involved than just putting
paintings on the wall!

Do you have some personal favourites in this exhibit?
I do love Krieghoff and I love Homer Watson…in Kitchener as the curator I was the guy who knew
everything about Homer Watson. Homer Watson is a very nice success story about the Canadian
dream—an orphan from the age of six, dropped out of school at the age of ten, never went back to
school. Somehow he made it. It’s about talent, it’s about hard work, it’s about that bit of luck that we all
need. At the age of 25 Homer Watson sold his first painting to Queen Victoria—the most powerful and
wealthy person in the world at that time. A poor orphaned guy born in Doon, Upper Canada. He became the President of the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts, and was recognized in his lifetime. He
made a good living out of painting at a time when most people were just trying to survive.

You’ve been at the Dundas Museum a year now. What’s it like to see your favourite artist on the walls here?
I’m pretty happy! I think Homer Watson and all the other painters are a good fit for this space. We’re a
history museum and these come from a time when photography was kind of a novelty and this is how
these people saw Canada. This is historical documentary evidence. Although they were artists and took
some liberties, it’s a nice vision of what this country was like 150 year ago.

What do you enjoy most about putting together an exhibit like this?
My favourite part is opening the crates. It’s like opening presents at Christmas time. You know kind of
what the paintings look like–you’ve seen them online or whatever, but just as a two-inch thumbnail
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Views Of Canada -

Victorian Age Landscape Artists
Dundas Museum and Archives is proud to present
“Views of Canada - Victorian Age Landscape Artists”,
the first historical art exhibition organized on our premises in over a decade.
The exhibition explores the
evolution of the Canadian
landscape painting from renderings of European educat-

ed professional artists who
saw our country as a curiosity
to a truly Canadian school of
art who painted Canada in its
extraordinary, breathtaking
beauty.
We are grateful for the support of our partnering institutions and private collectors
that made this exhibit possible: RiverBrink Art Museum

in Queenston, Kitchener
Waterloo Art Gallery, Art
Gallery of Hamilton, Government of Ontario Art Collection, Mr. Michael Ahrens
of Midland, Mr. rich mills of
Kitchener and The Group of
Ten Limited.

Plein Air Painters at Large
Until Aug. 18
The Monday Painters was started about
fifteen years ago when a group of eager
students in Catherine Gibbon’s outdoor
painting class at the Dundas Valley School
of art decided to meet and paint together
outside of the classes. They made up a list
of favourite places to paint and one of the
participants mailed out a reminder each
week with the location and directions.
Over the years many other local artists
heard about this gathering and asked to be
added to the list and they came to be referred to as the Monday Group or the
Monday Painters. The group has remained informal and friendly and there
are now over thirty names on the mailing
list.
The artists come from many local communities and there is a range of talent
from professional to beginner, painting in
DUNDAS MUSEUM & ARCHIVES
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pastels, watercolours, acrylics and oils. They
bundle up in boots and toques in winter and
can be found in shorts and shirts in the summer. The only requirement is a passion for the
joy of painting outdoors and a desire to paint
in the company of other like minded artists.
The painting locations cover the area from
Oakville to Hamilton, but Dundas with its historic buildings and vast natural areas is especially attractive. Bronte Harbour, Princess
Point and Bayfront Park are also favourites.
The constantly changing light, weather, insects
and passing critics often pose formidable challenges for outdoor painters so for the Monday
Painters the camaraderie is every bit as important as the art.

Russ Powers Appointed New Board
Member at Dundas Museum
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We are pleased to announce the appointment of R.F (Russ) Powers to its Board of Directors. In accepting
the appointment Russ succeeds Leslie T. Paci who retired from the board following 15 years of service.
With his experience as a member of Canada’s 38th Parliament, his nearly three decades in municipal government and civic involvement, and a President of the Association of Municipalities of Ontario and as a
former Vice-Chair of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Russ brings a lifetime full of knowledge,
progressive leadership and innovative thinking to the role. Russ joins a nine-member board that oversees
the DM&A’s practices and policies, finances, strategic planning, and community outreach.
“As a 48-year resident of Dundas, and a long time ‘Friend of the Museum’, we welcome Russ to his new
position,” says Museum President and Board Chair Clare Crozier.
Established in 1956, the private, non-profit Dundas Museum & Archives preserves, interprets, exhibits,
and provides access to the artifacts and archives of the people, families, organizations, and businesses in
Dundas and area. The Museum is free of charge and located at 139 Park Street West in Dundas

Kid Activity Day has moved to
Tuesdays!
Our Drop-in Preschool Programs are moving from Wednesdays to
Tuesdays! We are also expanding the age group to include all ages from
1 to 12! Crafts and games will be available to all who step through our
doors from 10:30 to 12:30! Make sure to stop by! Regular pre-school
days will begin again in September.

Timothy Greening: Conservator at Large
When we were gifted with this
painting by Edith Kelly Betsner
from her granddaughter Jean
Murray, we were concerned about
the condition of its surface. Years
of nicotine caked the surface along
with the dirt and grime that comes
with hanging on a wall for 40
years.
Our fears were soon put to rest,
however, when volunteer Tim

Greening revealed his love for art conservation. We immediately set him to
the task of uncovering the original
majesty of the piece using his expertise.
If you are interested in how he does it,
or simply wanting to watch him work,
Tim will be conserving the painting
every Thursday night this summer
from 5-8pm in our back Gallery.
Don’t miss this creative opportunity!

New Faces
Claudia Palermo

Lori Scapinello

Claudia joins the Museum
staff as our summer student. She has been working hard at compiling articles for our WWI exhibit
due to open in the fall, as
well as assisting our Collections Manager and Archivist with other duties!
Welcome Claudia!

Lori leaps into the role of
Volunteer Coordinator, a
role which she also has generously volunteered for!
Without Lori’s help, our
staff would not be able to
perform at the level needed
to run the Museum, and for
that, we are most grateful!
Welcome Lori!

Are you interested in helping at the Museum?
If you would like to volunteer please call
905-627-7412 for more informa on.

Connect with us online!
www.dundasmuseum.ca
@dundasmuseum

139 Park Street West

facebook.com/DundasMuseum

Dundas, Ontario L9H 1X8

youtube.com/DundasMuseum

Phone: 905-627-7412

ﬂickr.com/photos/dundasmuseum/

E-mail: mail@dundasmuseum.ca
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Board of Directors
Clare Crozier, President & Board
Chair
Kerry McNamara, Vice Chair
Ron Simpson, Treasurer
Les Paci, Secretary

Tom Bontje
Peter Cur s
Keith Green

Kevin Puddister, Curator
Sandu Sindile, Collec ons
Manager

Dorothy Richardson
Arlene VanderBeek

Sandra Kiemele, Archivist

John Picone, Museum
Educator
Esther Brouwer, Museum
Assistant

