UPDATE WINTER 2019 - 2020

The Award Winning
Dundas Museum!

Hours

Tues 10:00am - 4:30pm
Wed 10:00am - 4:30pm
Thu 10:00am - 8:00pm
Fri
10:00am - 4:30pm
Sat
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Sun & Mon
Closed

During the Opening Ceremonies of the annual Chrysanthemum Show at the Gage Park
Greenhouses on October 17th, Natalie Jarvis (L) and Dundas Councillor, Arlene VanderBeek (R) joined DM&A President/Board Chair, Russ Powers (C) to accept a City of Ham-
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ilton Trillium Award of Excellence for our award-winning grounds. Designed by Natalie

mail@dundasmuseum.ca Jarvis and constructed by Matt Bontje and Sunny Skies Landscaping, the Museum’s gar-
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dens are maintained by our cadre of volunteer Garden Elves.
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The Dundas Museum and Archives was also
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honoured to receive the Award of Excellence
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in Programs from the Ontario Museum Association (OMA) for the Finding Hazel program.

The Dundas Museum &
Archives is grateful for the
continued support of our
Friends of the Museum.

The award was accepted by Education, Events,
and Volunteer Coordinator Anna Patterson
with Curator and General Manager Kevin
Puddister at the OMA 2019 Conference on

Significant funding
provided by:
The H G Bertram Foundation

Thursday, October 24.
The community curator exhibit was part of the program created by Rob Bell’s 5/6 class
from Dundas Central School. The students spent many hours researching and planning
how to tell the story of Hazel Layden’s life. Hazel was a young Dundas girl and Central
School student who succumbed to the Spanish flu. Their work, under the direction of Ms.

Rotary

Patterson, showed how the community of Dundas came together in the wake of the Spanish Influenza outbreak.

A Message from the
Board of Directors
The colours of autumn and the falling of those leaves have
given way to an early winter in our Valley Town. Soon the
Christmas season will be upon us and with it, very busy
and exciting times at your Dundas Museum & Archives.
Be sure to check our calendar of events to discover what is
happening and plan to attend.
Your Dundas Museum & Archives under the direction of
our Curator & General Manager, Kevin Puddister is a very
busy and exciting place. Our Archivist & Assistant GM,
Sandra Kiemele, her staff and volunteers are continuously
researching requests from the public and working on general and private research. Our Collections Manager, Severine Craig with her staff and volunteers continue to evolve
our vast 10+K artifact collection. Our Exhibitions Coordinator, Austin Strutt designs and with the help of staff
and volunteers creates four major exhibitions during the

year. Anna Patterson’s Education Program continues to attract
school classes from Dundas and the environs in researching
topics of common interest.
2019 has been another fulsome year for DM&A. Our grounds
which previously underwent a renewal through the skills of
our landscape designer, Natalie Jarvis and Matt Bontje’s Sunny
Skies Landscaping continue to mature. Thanks to our Garden
Elves for their ongoing efforts in maintaining the plantings.
The Bertram Steam Hammer project is nearing completion
with only interpretive signage yet to be installed. In 2020, further refinement of our grounds will take place.
Thank you all of our staff, Board members and volunteers for
your extraordinary efforts in making DM&A...a go-to place!
Russ Powers
President/Board Chair

Upcoming Exhibit
A Century Ago
Dundas in the 1920s
February 8 - May 23

Our first exhibit of the new year will also be our first exhibit of the 2020s decade! We will take this opportunity to look
back at what life in our town was like one hundred years ago,
recreating historic spaces with hundreds of period artifacts
from our permanent collections.
The jazz age was defined by its bold reinvention of traditional
design and decoration, but how much did this aesthetic revolution actually influence the look of our town? From the extravagant to the everyday, the distinct fashion of the decade
will be on full display with stunning examples of period clothing and jewelry from our vault. The artistry of manufacturing
is apparent in the deco furniture, telephones, radios, and other products which were being manufactured in the bustling
Dundas business sectors. Between buying a new straw hat at
Grafton’s and picking up groceries at Laing’s, what would the
average Dundasian see around them? Take a look through antique maps, city directories, and newspaper advertisements
to recreate Dundas’ King Street shopping district as it looked
in 1925. Take a closer look at authentic items from the time;
men’s shaving equipment, a ladies’ vanity set, children’s toys,
and kitchen gadgets for the ‘modern’ age.
As communications spread across the globe and made the
world a little smaller, the 1920s became a world of entertainment. Town celebrations transformed the Driving Park into
a picturesque fairground, civic holidays brought cheering
crowds out to witness parades of marching bands and fire brigades, and silent films flickered on the screen of the Majestic
Theatre. Dundasians fell in love with the Charleston, Clara
Bow, and Rudolph Valentino. View the artifacts which bring
this vibrant age back to life!

Upcoming events
Made in Dundas Christmas
December 7, 11am to 3pm
Mark your calendars, because Made in Dundas Christmas
is returning on December 7 from 11am to 3pm! FREE pictures with Santa Claus, scavenger hunts, craft-making, and
much more will be featured at this year’s event!

Winterblooms
January 23 – January 26
Winterblooms, the highly anticipated annual collaboration
between the Dundas Museum & Archives, Carnegie Gallery,
and the Dundas Valley School of Art, will be returning for a
fifth year! The four-day event features exhibits of original artworks and precious artifacts, accompanied by fresh floral arrangements designed by local florists and students from the
floral design program at Mohawk College.

Robbie Burns Scotch Tasting
January 30, 7pm – 9:30pm
Celebrate Scotland’s national bard with the Dundas Museum
& Archives. We will be ringing in the occasion with a night of
scotch tastings, haggis, a piper, and Scottish folk music. Poems from the great Bard will be read between tastings to keep
all in good spirits.
Tickets are $50 for our Friends of the Museum members or
$60 for guests.

Upcoming events
Inside Outside
Family Day Festival
February 17, 12pm – 4pm
Join us and the Rotary Club of Dundas Valley Sunrise for an
Inside/ Outside Family Day Festival. Inside at the Museum
there will be local entertainment, hot chocolate, games, crafts,
and activities for the whole family to enjoy! Outside, the Rotary Club of Dundas Valley Sunrise will be at the Dundas
Driving Park for ice skating, skating demonstrations, special
guests, live music, and horse-drawn carriage rides.

St. Patrick’s Day Family Ceili
March 14, 12pm – 3pm
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with the Dundas Museum and The
Mountain Road Band. Come join us at our Family Ceili Party,
an afternoon of Irish song, dance and tunes. You are invited to
tap your toes, to dance, to sing along and enjoy. Tickets are $10
for adults, children free. Friends of the Museum tickets are 2
for only $15 (25% off)!

Yoga at the Museum
Yoga classes are offered from January to May by Certified
Yoga Teachers. Classes include various poses from Hatha
yoga as well as some meditation, breathing and relaxation exercises. Blocks, bolsters, pillows, blankets and straps are used
to help support and accommodate your body during yoga
practice. Restorative yoga classes are also offered each term.
You are welcome to come and try out a free class. Classes in
the fall term run from Sept. to mid December.
For information, please contact Anju (905) 979-8229 ; Email:
yogawithanju@cogeco.ca or Cheryl at (905)320-2467;
Email: cherylfenn@outlook.com.

At the DM&A

Over the last few weeks we have been thrilled to be working closely with a dedicated group of students from the pilot Montessori high school, SiTE Dundas to assist them with their hands-on learning and to develop programming for elementary school
students. They have taken on the challenge of making Remembrance Day activities for local students which ran on November
11th and 13th.
Looking at the World Wars through the perspectives of the five senses they have developed a circuit of activities for elementary
students from Grade 1 to Grade 8 to rotate through. Students had a unique chance to experience what rationing on the home
front was like, how difficult it was to walk on a duck board while carrying the weight of military equipment, and more. We
have been excited not only to develop Remembrance Day programming for local elementary students, but to support the high
school age students in their learning.
Next up for the SiTE Dundas students will be designing ‘Museum Hack’ style tours of our permanent and feature galleries.
These themed tours will focus on artifacts and stories that speak to the students. Tours will be available for schools to book on
December 10, 11, 17, and 18. The public will have the opportunity to book tours ahead of time on the evenings of December 12
and 19. We are looking forward to seeing how the rich history of our town grabs the attention of this young generation! If you
are interested in booking a tour please contact Anna Patterson, Education, Events, and Volunteer Coordinator.

Artifact Highlight
Portable Desk Set
Fitted portable writing desk set - 2 glass inkwells with
hinged glass lids and 2 built in pen trays. Engraving says,
“Presented to A. Cochrane by His School, Dec. 23, 1881.”
Archibald Cochrane was born in 1850 and was the County of Wentworth Treasurer from 1895 until his death in
1921. He taught school at Strabane for several years and
this desk set is assumed to be from them.

At the DM&A
Bertram Steam Hammer
Installation Update
The Board of Directors and staff of the Dundas Museum &
Archives would like to recognize and thank all those who
contributed to our Industrial History Made in Dundas
Fundraiser. It is with your support that the Bertram Steam
Hammer has been returned to Dundas and remains at our
Park Street entrance. Now engraved in the stone pathway
at the base of the steam hammer are the names of our major donors on this project.
The steam hammer was manufactured at Bertram’s circa
the late 1930s and was used in Stelco’s blacksmith shop.
It was installed at our Park Street entrance in November,
2017.

En Plein Air
October 8 - January 4
The Monday Painters have returned for their 6th annual
showing of “Plein Air” works. All pieces in the show were
painted on location and most are local scenes.
The Monday Painters began about twenty years ago when a
group of eager students in Catherine Gibbon’s outdoor
painting class at the Dundas Valley School of Art decided to
meet and paint together outside of their classes. Over the years,
many other local artists have joined. The group has remained
informal and friendly and there are now over forty members.
Left: Summer Field of Poppies by Cathy Lorraway

What’s new?
Journey through the history of Dundas in our new pilot
project. Now on display in the Welcome to Dundas main gallery, tour the major sites and events of years gone by on the
interactive map with the touch of a screen. In our ongoing
quest to preserve and share the heritage of Dundas, it is our
intention that this new pilot project will make the stories of
our town’s past more accessible and easily enjoyed by Dundasians of all ages.
This new addition to the gallery features a state-of-the-art
projection system and two touch screen monitors. This project as chosen after an extensive survey of our guests, Friends
of the Museum, and Dundas residents, with the majority of
responses citing this option as their preferred addition to our
gallery space. So please drop by, try it out and tell us what
you think!

NEW Membership Discounts to all
Friends of the Museum
Yoga at the Museum
with Anju and Cheryl

10 % Off with your
membership card

10 % Off with your
membership card

25% Discount with
Promo Code: dma25

One complimentary
yoga class

available for to HPO’s Sci-Fi Spectacular on
April 17 or May 9 matinee performance of
Beethoven Nine. Expiry: December 15

Contact Us

139 Park St. West, Dundas
905.627.7412
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Board of Directors

Staff

Russ Powers,

Kevin Puddister, Curator & General Manager

Board Chair & President

Sandra Kiemele, Archivist & Assistant General Manager

Keith Green , Vice President
Kerry McNamara, Secretary
Janie Hartwell, Treasurer
Tom Bontje
Peter Curtis
Michael Kovacevic
Dorothy Richardson
Arlene VanderBeek

Severine Craig, Collections Manager
Samantha Green, Administrative & Marketing Coordinator
Anna Patterson, Education, Events & Volunteer Coordinator
Austin Strutt, Exhibitions Coordinator
Marley Beach, Museum Attendant
Alison Dobslaw, Museum Attendant
Victoria Caravaggio, Museum Attendant
Miranda Vander Vliet, Museum Attendant

