UPDATE SUMMER 2019
Welcome to
Tavern Town

Hours

Tues 10:00am - 4:30pm
Wed 10:00am - 4:30pm
Thu 10:00am - 8:00pm
Fri
10:00am - 4:30pm
Sat
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Sun & Mon
Closed

One of the oldest and best known landmarks in the town is the Collins Hotel. Nearly a
century ago, Mayor Moss mused about the Collins: “I fancy if its walls could speak they
could tell more about the political, social, and municipal life of the town than any other
place or person.”
Bernard Collins was an Irish immigrant who arrived in the early 1830s and operated a

Follow us

small wooden frame saloon on the south side of King. Business was so good that by 1841

mail@dundasmuseum.ca Bernard was able to construct what would become the Collins Hotel across the street to
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the north.
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His hotel became a particularly popular place to stay for farmers whose produce was
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being shipped out on the canal. It hosted the first town meeting to discuss the possibility
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of incorporation. Court trials were even held in its meeting room. It was always the busiest

The Dundas Museum &
Archives is grateful for the
continued support of our
Friends of the Museum.
Significant funding
provided by:
The H G Bertram Foundation

tavern in town.
The Collins remained in the hands of the family until 1913, when it was sold to Fred
Howe. Throughout the 1920s and 30s it passed through multiple owners and operations,
but it was one of the only taverns in town to maintain a steady business and commercial
relevance despite prohibition.
A fire destroyed much of the building in December 1952, but left its front facade intact.
Afterwards, the Collins was refurbished with new “ultra modern accommodations”, into
the structure we know today. Read the full story of the Collins Hotel and many more
stories chronicling the history of drink and hospitality in Tavern Town: Dundas on Tap.
See page 3 to learn more about our upcoming summer exhibition and beer-themed events.

Rotary

Message from the Board Chair
Spring is finally arriving in Dundas and with it, the shaking-off
of the winter blues. The beautifully landscaped grounds of the
Dundas Museum & Archives are shedding its dull coat and will
soon be a burst of colour. Although nature plays a major part in
this renewal, our volunteer garden elves give it that extra boost.
Also, on Saturday, May 25th, we will welcome all to our annual
Made in Dundas’ Community Family Festival on our grounds.
We are in need of garden and event volunteers. Please contact
Anna Patterson at volunteer@dundasmuseum.ca to give
whatever assistance that you can.
Our most recent exhibition in the back gallery has come to a
conclusion. We now prepare to welcome Tavern Town; which
tells a history of the town’s numerous and varied drinking
establishments. The official opening is on Thursday, May 23 at
7pm. It might turn out to be an intoxicating experience.
The Dundas Museum & Archives is the best small town
museum in all of Ontario (maybe even Canada)...OK, I may be
somewhat biased. Its success is due to the extraordinary efforts
of its staff, Board members and you, our volunteers and Friends
of the Museum. Thank you for your belief in the Dundas
Museum & Archives and your continued support. See you all
soon!

Russ Powers

Condolences
Karl Freeman (1934 - 2019)
The Board of Directors, staff and volunteers of the Dundas
Museum & Archives were saddened to learn of Karl’s
passing and we offer our sincere condolences to his
family and friends. Karl was a dedicated Museum volunteer
for many years and an important part of the “Tuesday
Afternoon Gang” who support the work of the Archives. Karl
was always willing to lend a hand with any projects. He
described photographs and archival documents, indexed
Town Council minutes, and willingly assisted with many
other tasks. We were fortunate that he chose to spend his
time with us and we will miss him.

Upcoming Exhibit
Tavern Town:
Dundas on Tap

May 25 - September 14
The streets of Dundas once played host to a staggering
number of famous (and infamous) drinking emporiums and
groggeries. Their swinging signs and painted awnings bore
proud names like Riley House, Bucks Head Inn, The Red Lion,
St. George and Dragon and many more. These establishments
held crucial roles in the town. The grocery stores traded
alcohol in place of cash, and enterprising distillers shipped
barrels of whiskey out of the Desjardins Canal by the
hundreds. Tavern halls were the first centres of town politics,
and for many years Town Hall even had a furnished saloon in
the basement!

In many ways Dundas’ relationship with alcohol has had
an enormous influence on local culture, an influence
that extends back to the town’s very beginning. Indeed,
the taverns of Dundas were once the centres of local
recreation, commerce, and politics. Join us as we take a
journey back through the Valley City’s history of drink.
These tales of by-gone days and many more are explored
in our upcoming exhibit Tavern Town: Dundas on Tap.
Discover the fascinating history of local taverns, saloons,
bars, and breweries, and share your own remembrances
of drinking days past.
Join us throughout the summer for our Tavern Town
events, including the Tavern Town Beer Festival, Women
and Beer Chat, and the Dundas on Tap Pub Crawl and
Trivia Night. Learn more on pages 4 and 5.

Upcoming events
Made in Dundas
May 25, 11a.m. - 3p.m.
The Made in Dundas Community Family Festival returns
on May 25 from 11am – 3pm. Join us for a fun-filled day
including free activities and crafts for families and kids of
all ages. Annual favourites such as horse drawn carriage
rides, puppet shows, and face painting will all be back with
the addition of new special features. Brought to you by

SATURDAY MAY 25
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

Turner Family Funeral Home, Anderson Therapy Services,
Cumbrae’s, and the Dougher Community Fund.

Historic Tours

Kids Activities

Fire Trucks

Puppet Show

By Stan Nowak

FREE

Available All Day

With Studio Babette

Learn the history of
Dundas while riding
along in a horse
drawn carriage!

Including face
painting, crafts, a
scavenger hunt, and
much more!

Hop aboard the
1961 Thibault
Pumper Fire Engine!
Donated by the
Rotary Club.

Shows at 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. with a
puppet-making
workshop at 1 p.m.

Preschool Puppet Playhouse
June 22, 10a.m. - 11:30a.m.
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The final Preschool
Puppet Playhouse of the
season is coming
mail@dundasmuseum.ca
Tues, Wed, Fri: 10:00 - 4:30pm
Thurs:us
10:00and
- 8:00Studio
pm
up on June 22. Join
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Puppet Theatre for
Sat: 1:00pm - 4:00pm
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a classic fairy taleSunpuppet
show, puppet making,
music, and
& Mon: Closed
dundasmuseum
sing-a-longs with a unique Dundas connection. Tickets are $5
Funding for this project is provided by: Dougher Community Fund through Hamilton Community Foundation.

The views and opinions expressed in this website do not necessarily reflect those of Hamilton Community Foundation

per child, adults free. Spaces limited. Reserve your tickets on
our website or by calling 905-627-7412.

Tavern Town Beer Festival
June 22, 1p.m. - 5p.m.
Join us on June 22 from 1pm to 5pm for the Tavern Town
Beer Festival, in conjunction with our feature exhibition
Tavern Town: Dundas on Tap. Tickets are only $20.00 for
Friends of the Museum members or $25 for guests. Each
ticket includes a Tavern Town souvenir glass and five tokens,
redeemable for samples of local craft beer, cider, and food.

Upcoming events
Women and Beer Talk
July 18, 7p.m.
Did you know the first still license in the area was granted
to early settler Anne Morden? Women have always played
a significant role in the creating, selling, and consuming
of beer and liquor. Come and hear about the roles women
occupy today in the industry and culture and the integral
ways women have developed to the rich tavern heritage of
the region.

Cactus Festival & Parade
August 15 - 18
The Dundas Museum & Archives is once again participating
in the Dundas Cactus Festival and Parade. On Thursday,
August 15, give our staff and volunteers a wave as the 1961
Thibault Fire Engine drives by in the parade! Then climb on
board at our booth in Memorial Square on Saturday and
Sunday from 10am - 4pm. Don’t miss our pop-up exhibit of
the festival’s history and festival exclusive discounts on our gift
shop merchandise.

Dundas on Tap
Pub Crawl and Trivia Night
August 16, 7p.m.
Celebrate Cactus Fest with a Beer and Trivia Crawl!
Beginning at SHED Brewery and stopping at classic
Dundas watering holes, experience this tavern town for
yourself and test your knowledge of beer and liquor trivia.
Don’t forget to study up at our newest exhibition Tavern
Town: Dundas On Tap!

DM&A Classroom

Over the last few weeks we have been exploring new ways to use our collection in
education programs. The Grade Seven classes at Dundas Central Public School
have visited the Museum several times since February to study some of the artifacts
stored within our vault. With the help of our collections team, artifacts were selected
to match with student’s personal interests for them to examine and research. Using
the principles of historical thinking, students asked questions about their artifacts,
researched the answers, and are getting ready to present their displays. The students
also learned how to properly handle different types of artifacts and have had the
unique experience of examining them up close. This has meant that the students
were really able to get to know their artifacts and think about their significance
from many perspectives.
From toys to documents, clothing to swords, the students have prepared mini
exhibits on a wide array of artifacts. These student researched and designed exhibits
will be on display in the Dundas Museum Education Center on May 31st and June
1st. The students of the Grade Seven and Seven/Eight classes have delved into this
project and have uncovered some hidden gems. The story of an artifact doesn’t end
when it enters the Museum. This project has given the Museum a chance to learn
more about some of its treasures and the students are now adding their story to the
history of these artifacts.

In the Pirie House
Travels in Landscape
by Jenny Angold
June 25 - August 10
Jenny Angold was born in the U.K. and moved to Canada with
her son in Dec. 2008. Although she always loved to draw, she
didn’t take up painting until 1989. She trained in England
taking a B.A. course in Fine Art at West Surrey College of Art in
Farnham, Surrey (now “The University for the Creative Arts”).
Her work is mainly concerned with the exploration of light,
colour and textures—capturing the mood and spiritual essence
of the subject. The interplay of subject matter, materials and
herself are all part of the process in making the finished picture.
Angold’s inspiration usually comes from her love of the
landscape and it’s natural beauty and changing light. She uses
colour to suit her mood and that of the subject rather than
following exactly what is in front of her.

Community Curator: The I.O.O.F
April 13 - September 28
The Independent Order of Odd Fellows (I.O.O.F) is a
worldwide fraternal organization devoted to the principles of
charity, philanthropy, and community betterment. Dundas has a
long tradition of Odd Fellowship reaching back to the early years
of the community. Clubs and societies were a popular means of
making connections, socializing, and contributing to the welfare
of the community. The current organization of the Dundas Odd
Fellows in the Valley City Lodge No. 117, which received its
official charter from the Grand Lodge of Ontario on July 10, 1873,
has played a leading role in the community affairs ever since.
Meet the Odd Fellows of Lodge No. 117 at their official exhibit
opening and recognition of this years’ anniversary of 200 years of
the I.O.O.F. in North America. It will be held at the Museum on
Thursday, June 13 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Artifact Highlight
Brass Cuspidor (spittoon) 1956.057
Used for chewing tobacco at the Red Lion Hotel C. 1875.

Red Lion Hotel
The Red Lion Hotel was first built in 1842 just prior to the incorporation of the Town of
Dundas. It was built by Moses Weaver, a German-American immigrant from Pennsylvania
and was originally called Weaver’s Tavern. The hotel subsequently had 13 different proprietors
between 1854-1902.
The original building burned down in 1871 and was
rebuilt the following year into the current structure
standing today at 51-57 King St. West. A unique
feature of the building is the arched passageway which
allowed horses and carriages to access the back of the
building where the stables were. This was to
accommodate the Enright Brothers who operated a
livery and taxi service.
The hotel finally closed in 1930 and the building was
split into four separate addresses. The Deluxe
restaurant was one business that eventually moved in.
This photograph of the Red Lion Hotel was taken circa 1890.

Call for Garden Volunteers
We are currently seeking garden volunteers! If you are interested in volunteering at the Dundas Museum & Archives, please
contact the Volunteer Coordinator, Anna Patterson, at volunteer@dundasmuseum.ca. To learn more about our current
volunteer opportunities, visit our website at dundasmuseum.ca.
Contact Us

139 Park St. West, Dundas
905.627.7412
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Staff

Russ Powers,

Kevin Puddister, Curator & General Manager

Board Chair & President

Sandra Kiemele, Archivist & Assistant General Manager

Keith Green , Vice President
Kerry McNamara, Secretary
Janie Hartwell, Treasurer
Tom Bontje
Peter Curtis
Michael Kovacevic
Dorothy Richardson
Arlene VanderBeek

Severine Craig, Collections Manager
Samantha Green, Administrative & Marketing Coordinator
Anna Patterson, Education, Events & Volunteer Coordinator
Austin Strutt, Exhibitions Coordinator
Marley Beach, Museum Attendant
Alison Dobslaw, Museum Attendant
Andrea Meunier, Museum Attendant

