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Explore Our Collections
As a global pandemic necessitated us all to stay home, every sector rushed to develop
their digital resources including here at the Dundas Museum and Archives. We have now
launched a new digital portal to provide increased access to our archival and artifact collections. As we work to digitize the entirety of our collection, several thousand artifacts
and archival records are currently available for you to peruse from home. With the con-
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tinuation of Kelsey Haas’ work to digitize our records and the addition of two talented interns to our team, we are making great strides toward this goal. Make sure to check back
often as we add more information to this resource.
The digital portal is accessible at collections.dundasmuseum.ca or via the Collections tab
on our website. As you navigate our collections, we encourage you to utilize the various
search options. While you may simply browse our vast number of records at your leisure,
the other search options are useful to find more information on your desired topic. The
gallery tab has been curated by our staff to group related artifacts to one another and provide a better overall historical context to the item. Meanwhile, the advanced search option
will assist you in locating a specific artifact, similar objects, or when items were produced.
Throughout the closure, Archivist Sandra Kiemele remains available to assist in your Dundas history research. She may be contacted via email at sandra@dundasmuseum.ca to answer all of your Dundas history questions including heritage home and genealogical research.
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E-Commerce is Here!
Visit the Dundas Museum gift shop from home with our new
e-commerce store. Available at support.dundasmuseum.ca or
via our website’s Shop tab, show off your community pride with
the many items available to purchase now. When you buy an
item from the Dundas Museum gift shop, you are directly supporting our mission to provide the community with interesting
exhibits, heritage resources, and fun events for the whole family. Each sale also supports the local artisans and small business
owners who sell their merchandise in our store.
As part of our new e-commerce venture, memberships and donations will be automatically processed including our new digital membership card. If you would prefer a physical card, they
will continue be available and can be picked up at the Dundas
Museum reception desk upon your next visit. To help support
our mission of preserving Dundas heritage, please consider
monthly donations and automated membership renewals.

Get your orders!
As we remain closed, orders made through our online
store will only be available for curbside pickup. At this
time, we do not have a clear re-open date. Once our staff
are back at the Museum, items will be available for delivery as well.

Have something to sell?
To the local artists and small business owners in our community, contact us at admin@dundasmuseum.ca if you
would like to sell your products through our online store.
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More Digital Resources
Archives at Home
Finding what you’re looking for is easier than ever before!
With the new Archives at Home page on our website, our
digital archival resources are easily accessible. Examples of
the items available on this page include:
•
•
•
•
•

The Woodhouse Family History Collection Index
1835 Assessment Roll transcript
Directories
Histories of the Bertram and Lesslie Families
And More!

Visit

Museum at Home
Discover the history of our community with these fun, interactive resources and activities from the Dundas Museum. Some of the items listed on this page include:
•
•
•
•
•

Discover Your Historical Dundas
Museum Virtual Tour
Education Activities
Interesting information about Dundas
And More!

Visit

Education

In the last few months we have all been trying to cope with a new normal. The ways we had always done things shifted and
suddenly it was impossible for us to gather, teach, and learn as we had in the past. While we were of course saddened to not
be able to physically welcome students into our space, we knew we could still provide incredibly valuable learning opportunities to students, parents, and teachers.
I began this period of what would turn out to be extended quarantine reflecting. Exactly a year previously we were sharing
the story of a young girl named Hazel. Hazel Layden of Dundas died during the Spanish Influenza pandemic of 1918 and the
students of Rob Bell’s Grade 5/6 class had spent months studying and researching her life, the pandemic, and what Dundas
experienced during that time. At the time we all felt that what the people of Dundas had gone through was terrifying and
completely unfamiliar. We learned about the study of disease, how germs are spread, and how scary it must have been to be
faced with an illness that no one could control. In a time with widely accessible vaccines and tremendous advancements in
healthcare it was incredibly difficult to imagine feeling so vulnerable to a disease like the flu.
Now we have experienced first hand what that is like. We reached out to some of the students who participated in the Finding Hazel project and asked them through a series of questions to reflect on that experience and how their thoughts and feelings on the topic may have changed since experiencing something so similar. Here are some of the excerpts of those responses.
“It’s not as scary as I thought it would be. People in our neighbourhood have been following the rules, and so there are not
many people walking around, so I don’t feel as nervous about getting sick. I like that I can still go outside; I didn’t think I
would be able to do that, based on our research for the Spanish Flu. Another reason is I find it a lot harder to self-isolate than
it sounds. I never realized how much I relied on my friends, for socializing, sharing feelings and having fun. If this was 100
years ago, rather than just being separated from my friends, some of them may have died, and that is a scary thought.”

Dundas & COVID-19
“At first, I really wondered why they were not quarantined to
their homes like we are. Then my mom and I researched that it
was during war time and our country still had to keep working
to support the war efforts, so they didn’t want people staying
home feeling afraid.”
“When I think about the community and people that we
learned about, I do relate to them better now because there are
so many similar things about now and then. During the Spanish Influenza, all the boy and girl scouts would deliver medicine and supplies to people who had the virus instead of the
doctors so they wouldn’t get the virus. Now, our community is
really coming together as well. I don’t mean physically together, but people are helping not just by keeping their distance
and donating masks, but they’re giving their support by writing
nice quotes on the sidewalk, putting signs up in their windows,
and businesses are donating supplies and food. So yes, I can relate to how Dundas felt as a community during the Spanish In-
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fluenza.”

COVID-19
Documentation Project
The Dundas Museum is collecting stories of the affects of
the COVID-19 pandemic in Dundas. Help us record this
unique time in history with your experiences, photographs,
and more. Tell us how you are coping in these extraordinary
times. Consider keeping a daily journal so future generations
can better understand how we lived through this pandemic.

Learn more or make a submission here

Visit

Re-Opening Plans
Planning Your Trip
Museums are included in the Phase 2 reopenings as dictated by the Provincial Government. We’re working hard at
the Dundas Museum and Archives to prepare to reopen at a
date to be anounced. Once we are able to reopen, we will be
implimenting new policies in order to prevent the spread of
COVID-19
•
•
•
•
•

Visits to the Dundas Museum will be pre-scheduled.
Sizes of groups entering the building will be limited.
Each group will have a one hour time limit.
Face masks must be worn inside the Museum.
If you are experiencing any symptoms, we implore you to 		
stay home.

Cleanliness at the Museum
Once the Dundas Museum has reopened, we will have
more comprehensive and strict cleanliness regulations to
ensure the safety of all our guests.
• Daily cleaning of common areas throughout the museum.
• All staff members will be wearing masks
• Some high risk sections of our displays will be unavailable
or changed.
• Staff will be working in rotations.
• Limited use of the Archives and by appointment only.

Artifact Donations
In our ongoing efforts to reduce the spread of COVID-19, we are unable to process drop-in artifact donations. If you
have an item to donate, please contact our Collections Manager Severine Craig at severine@dundasmuseum.ca before
your arrival. The scope of our collection is focused on items that were made, used, and/ or sold in Dundas.

Addressing Our Namesake
The last two weeks have brought to the forefront the racism which
still exists in our society and with it an opportunity to talk about
some uncomfortable issues. Many of you have heard about Henry
Dundas and his links to the slave trade in Britain and have asked
us about it. Here’s some information.
Henry Dundas, 1st Viscount Melville, was a Scottish lawyer and
politician who was first appointed to British cabinet in 1791 as
Secretary of State for the Home Department. He favoured a “gradual” abolition of the slave trade and in 1792, he supported a legislative amendment which delayed the end of the trans-Atlantic
slave trade. This action resulted in the enslavement of thousands of
people per year for the next 15 years.
Dundas was a political associate of John Graves Simcoe. Simcoe
in 1793, as the Lieutenant Governor for Upper Canada, commissioned the building of a military road which would connect the
Village of Coote’s Paradise with Oxford (now Woodstock). The
road was named after Henry Dundas.
At this time, the area that we know as Dundas was still called Coote’s Paradise. In 1804, Richard Hatt built a mill and distillery
along the road, calling it Dundas Mills. Mail carriers used the mill as a post office, and people wishing to reach the Village of
Coote’s Paradise began to write “Dundas Mills” as the address. The shortened form of “Dundas” quickly came into use.
Henry Dundas never visited Canada, yet his legacy has survived in part because so much has been named after him. It is important to recognize the uncomfortable history that is tied to the name and use it as an opportunity for education and change.
We will endeavour to continue research into this and share information as it becomes available.

Additional Information
Dates of Note:
1793 - Act to Limit Slavery in Upper Canada - the first legislation in the British colonies to restrict the slave trade. The Act recognized enslavement as a legal and
socially accepted institution. It also prohibited the importation of new slaves into Upper Canada and reflected a growing abolitionist sentiment in British North
America.
Source: https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/chloe-cooley-and-the-act-to-limit-slavery-in-upper-canada
1807 – Abolition of the Slave Trade Act. The Act made it illegal to engage in the slave trade throughout the British Empire, though trafficking between the Caribbean islands continued, regardless, until 1811.
Source: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/rights/abolition.htm
August 1, 1834 – The Slavery Abolition Act came into effect, abolishing slavery in the British Empire, including British North America (now Canada). The Act
made enslavement officially illegal in every province and freed the last remaining enslaved people in Canada.
Source: https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/black-enslavement

Staff Update
Kate Groberman
Museum Intern
I am an intern from Humber College’s Arts Administration and Cultural Management Graduate Certificate Programme. I am working on entering data into Collective
Access, an online event/fundraiser, researching artifacts,
entering and researching different areas for Discover Your
Historical Dundas and working on a natural history exhibit as well as a walking tour.

Alexa Batrynchuk
Museum Intern
At the Dundas museum I am entering data, creating new
galleries on the website, and expanding my horizons anywhere that I can. My education is a little all over- I started
college in Journalism print. Moved onto art fundamentals,
and after took some life drawing classes before taking animation. Finally switched into the library Technician program while also getting my records management credentials.
Alexa Batrynchuck (Right)
Contact Us

139 Park St. West, Dundas
905.627.7412
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