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Silhouettes in Time:
The First 100 Years of Fashion in Dundas
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An exciting new exhibition at the Dundas
Museum and Archives, Silhouettes in Time: The First
100 Years of Fashion in Dundas, explores Dundas’
fashion history from the 18th century to the
late 19th century.
"Silhouettes in Time is more than a display of the
museum’s clothing collection," says Sandu
Sindile, the Dundas Museum’s Collections
Manager. “The exhibition explores a period
of fashion in Dundas during a time when
there were stricter conventions regarding the
etiquette of dress, something quite unlike the
blurred lines of modern society’s sense of
fashion decorum.”

how fashion focal points shifted through
the century from bustles to sleeves
to necklines resulting in a changing
silhouette.
While many of the dresses
displayed are finely crafted from
beautiful silks, satins and velvets.
each dress has a unique link to
history of Dundas.
The exhibition will run from
October 3, 2015 to
February 13, 2016.

The variety of dresses on display
will help visitors appreciate

Dundas Museum and Historical Society Launch
Heritage Project
The Dundas Museum and Archives and the
Dundas Valley Historical Society (DVHS) are
excited to announce the launch of a collaborative
heritage project aimed at increasing the awareness
of the unique history of Downtown Dundas.

and the BIA, to finally display these panels and tell
the stories of early Dundas.”

The Dundas Heritage Information Panel Project
will launch with the release of the first five panels
at Bowes Cleaners, 25 King Street West in
The main objective of this project is to create and Dundas, on Wednesday October 14th at 2pm.
display a series of heritage information panels in
Supporters for this project include: Downtown
storefronts and shop windows in the business
Dundas BIA, Headspring Marketing Design Corp,
area. Each panel will include a thoroughly
McMaster University, and all participating
researched description of the history of the
businesses.
building or block along with a selection of
relevant historical images provided by the
Museum’s collection.
“The Dundas Valley Historical Society has for a
number of years received queries and comments
about the heritage buildings along King Street,
both from local citizens and from visitors,” says
Judy Morphet, President of the DVHS. “We are
pleased, after much research by the Society,
assistance from the Dundas Museum & Archives,
and enthusiastic support from owners, merchants
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Are you
interested in
helping at the
Museum?
If you would
like to
volunteer
please call

Mayhem
At The
The Museum
Museum
At

The Dundas Museum and Archives is excited to present "Mayhem At The
Museum"! Join us for an evening of mystery and suspense as well as a
wine and cheese tasting while we solve "who dunnit"!?
Be sure to wear your period clothing or Halloween costume!
Tickets $30
or $25 for Friends of the Museum!
All proceeds support the
Dundas Museum & Archives.

905-627-7412
Or contact
Volunteer
Coordinator
Lori Scapinello

Tickets Available at the Museum.
Quantities are limited,
call or visit us to get your tickets today!

volunteer@
dundasmusum.ca

October 29, 2015
Doors open at 7:00
Mystery begins at 7:30

for more
information.

Did you Know?
We Celebrated The Queen!
The Dundas Museum & Archives was
proud to join in the celebrations for
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on
Wednesday, September 9, 2015, when
she surpassed Queen Victoria as the
longest reigning British Monarch in
history.
The ceremony consisted of a few
informal speeches by Curator Kevin
Puddister and Board Chair Clare
Crozier, and ended with the serving of
commemorative cake and a group

photo out on the steps of the Museum.
Victoria reigned for 63 years after being
crowned at the age of 18 in 1837. She
surpassed her grandfather, George III as
longest reigning monarch, who had
previously held the record at 59 years.
An exhibit for the occasion featured
portraits of Elizabeth II and her
husband, Prince Philip, as well as a range
of artifacts celebrating the coronation.
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DM&A Education Update:
The Professor Goes Back to School!
Although the museum’s education department enjoyed fantastic school attendance during the 2014-2015
school year, Professor Interrogo is going back to the classroom to learn how education programming at the
Dundas Museum and Archives can be even better. Dr. John Picone (aka Professor Interrogo) has been
accepted into an Education Programs Course offered by the Ontario Museum Association. The 3-day
program will take place at the Air Force Museum of Canada, CFB Trenton during the first week of October.
Course outcomes include developing an Interpretation and Education Policy, designing kits and programs
relevant to provincial curriculum policies, and understanding the educational role of museums. Needless to
say, the Professor is quite excited to learn more about being an effective educator at the DM&A.
Dr. Picone held several exciting and fruitful meetings in the spring with the Hamilton-Wentworth District
School Board. It was an opportunity to share DMA’s Education Programming with school board personnel.
Trustee Greg Van Geffen’s Ward Information Night was held at the museum on May 28th and Dr. Picone
presented DMA Education programming to parents who were present. Sadly, a scheduled meeting with
school “resource coaches” on June 23rd was cancelled due to job action by the teachers’ union. This
workshop would have been an effective launching pad for the coming school year. Hopefully it will be
rescheduled sometime this fall. In the late summer, the director was invited to present to HWDSB teachers’
workshop on inquiry, sharing the potential of the museum as an education resource to complement
curricula.
Dr. Picone is looking forward to more collaboration with the public school board. It is not only a way to
facilitate class visits to the DM&A, but also to work with teachers in developing education programs that
meet their objectives.
All in all, it was a successful year for education as more than 1400 students from 14 different schools in
Dundas and
Hamilton
came to the
museum
to participate in
the education programs offered.
One of the
high points
it on August

summer
was a vis13th by

Professor Interrogo, Museum Curator, Kevin Puddister (left) and intern
Samantha Bogart (right) with Japanese students from Kaga.
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Re-Imagining Your Museum!
Since officially opening on April 21, 1956, the Dundas Museum has embraced and been guided by the
spirit of community, a spirit that has always characterized that special charm of the town of Dundas.
Indeed, whenever one reads Dundas Museum and Archives it is quickly followed by: Your Community Museum!
As we approach celebrating the Museum’s 60th Anniversary, it is this spirit that fuels a new initiative by
the Dundas Museum and Archives: Re-Imagining the Permanent Gallery which captures the history of
The Valley Town. The stories of Dundas will always be a part of the Museum. But what have we missed?
What would you like to see exhibited? What do we need to talk about?
Asking Your Opinion
We are asking the community of Dundas these and other questions in an online survey which we hope
you will complete. Your input is vital to helping us re-imagine a relevant, dynamic and vibrant Permanent
Gallery everyone can enjoy. The survey can be found at: www.surveymonkey.com/r/DundasMuseum.
Dundas Timeline
The DM&A is also assembling a Dundas Timeline! From a geological history of the valley and the Niagara
Escarpment’s formation 450 million years ago, through Augustus Jones’ first survey of the village of
Coote’s Paradise in 1793 and the town’s Incorporation in 1847, on to the railway disaster over the
Desjardins Canal in 1857 and the Great Fire of 1881, up to amalgamation with Hamilton in 2001. But
there’s so much more!
Are there some events in the town’s history that, for
you, are of great significance? Would you like to see
them noted on the Dundas Timeline? Then, we want to
invite you to attend one of our community
consultation sessions where you can chat with Museum staff
and help us expand our Dundas Timeline,
ensuring
that our town’s history is accurately reflected here.
Community Consultation
The Museum staff have already facilitated consultation
sessions and as well as distributed information about
the survey.
The next community consultation session will be held
on Wednesday, October 7th, from 5-8pm at the
Museum. It’s a great opportunity to visit the
Permanent Gallery and complete the survey on line
while you’re here. The Dundas Timeline will be set up
with lots of sticky notes so you can contribute to it.
Members of the community used sticky notes to
contribute to the Dundas Timeline at the Farmers'
Market
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Silhouettes in Time Speaker Series
Following the success of the
Parallel Destinies Speaker Series, we
are pleased to announce four
events relating to the exhibition
Silhouettes in Time, on display from
October 3 to February 13, 2016.

The first event, “Show and Tell”,
takes place on Thursday, October
15 from 5-8pm.
Judith Mureika, the Museum’s
invaluable volunteer who helped
curate the exhibit, will focus on the
identification and care of textiles.
Judith’s wealth of knowledge makes
this an evening not to be missed.
Next, Libby Toews presents
“Messing about in the Vaults” on
Saturday, November 7 from
1-4pm. Libby is another steadfast
Museum volunteer who helped
curate the exhibit. Her presentation
will be followed by a fashion show
of replica period costumes featuring
volunteers from Westfield Heritage
Village. An afternoon that is sure to
please.

We are thrilled to announce that
Jonathan Walford, Curatorial
Director and Co-Founder of the
Fashion History Museum in
Cambridge, will speak Thursday,
November 26, from 5-8pm.
Check our website for more
information about his presentation.
And once again we are happy to
welcome Abigail RichardsonSchulte, the Hamilton
Philharmonic Orchestra’s
Composer-in-Residence to the
Dundas Museum. Her lecture
explores “Music Appreciation”
and will be held Thursday,
February 11, 2016 from 5-8pm.
For more information call the
Museum at 905-627-7412

Holidays are Approaching, and so is...

Made In Dundas Christmas!
Were you here last year when we
began our very first Made In Dundas
Christmas? Well this year is set to be
even better! Visits from Father
Christmas, scavenger hunts,
craft-making, and much more will be
featured at this year’s event.
Maple candy is a staple treat for
Canadians, but do you know where it
comes from and how it’s made? An
indoor demonstration is sure to
enlighten you!
Ebenezer Scrooge hates the idea of
Christmas! Can you get the ghosts of
Christmas Past, Present, and Future

to help Scrooge find the true
reason for the season?
Do you think Children 150 years
ago celebrated the holidays the
same way you do? Find out what
kind of gifts were given out by
Victorian children at Made In
Dundas Christmas! All this and
more will be featured on Saturday,
December 5, 2015 from
11am-4pm!
We can’t wait to welcome you
inside!
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Education Centre Exhibit:
Dream-Mix: an Art Exhibit by Gaiyle Connolly
Many people hold a strong
fascination for the dream world.
Gaiyle Connolly is no exception
and is particularly drawn to the
images emerging from this state.
This exhibition yields some of
her interpretations of the
recalled images, mainly in
coloured ink, but with collage
and print-making occasionally
added for variety. Her work
concentrates on the time just
before waking. “I linger in the
dream, yet my mind drifts
toward the awakening state. At
this time elements from both

the dream state and the conscious
state merge to create images that
are not fully real.” To borrow
from John Keats’ Ode to a
Nightingale, “Was it a vision or a
waking dream?...Do I wake or
sleep?” Both the real and fanciful
merge in the dream state. Therefore, it seems most appropriate
that this artistic exploration and
expression of dream life be called
“Dream-Mix”.
“Dream-Mix” will be on display
until November 16, 2015.
-by Gaiyle Connolly

Have you seen our page on historypin? Be sure to explore
all the overlapping images of new and old Dundas!
www.tinyurl.com/pnper4b

Tues, Wed, Fri: 10:00-4:30pm Thurs: 10:00-8:00pm Sat: 1:00-4:00pm Sun & Mon: Closed
Admission is Free. Donations Welcome.
mail@dundasmuseum.ca

/DundasMuseum
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