UPDATE SPRING 2018

Discover Your
Historical Dundas

Hours

Tues 10:00am - 4:30pm
Wed 10:00am - 4:30pm
Thu 10:00am - 8:00pm
Fri
10:00am - 4:30pm
Sat
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Sun & Mon
Closed

Follow us

The Dundas Museum &
Archives is grateful for the
continued support of our
Friends of the Museum.
Significant funding
provided by:
The H G Bertram Foundation

We love getting questions at the Museum, and many of them are about Dundas
houses and properties. Lots of this material is available for people to search - and
we love visitors in the Reference Room - but it got us thinking. How can we do a
better job of sharing the information we have? This is how Discover Your
Historical Dundas was born.
Right now, Discover Your Historical Dundas exists as a website template. But
soon, with the efforts of hard-working volunteers, it will be available for everyone
to see and use.
This website will let you explore what interests you about Dundas’ past. Are
you curious about the factories that dotted Spencer Creek? Click on the Industries
icon and see what appears. Want to know about the grand houses that once stood
on Governor’s Road? It’s all there at your fingertips.
This project is just getting started. We are excited about sharing the stories of
our town with the community of Dundas and inquisitive people around the globe.
The Dundas Museum & Archives gratefully acknowledges
the City of Hamilton City Enrichment Fund for its support.

The Board of Directors and staff of the Dundas Museum
& Archives have been overjoyed with the generosity of
the community. The Industrial History Made in Dundas
fundraiser has been a tremendous success. We are looking
forward to the grand unveiling. The fundraiser is still
ongoing, with donations directed towards our telling the
story of Dundas’ industrial achievements on our grounds.
Donations of $250 or more will be etched in stone, to be
displayed at the Park Street West entrance.

DM&A Classroom

The New Year is always an exciting time to explore new ideas, opportunities, and challenges. We have been doing just that
here at the Museum. We have launched a new preschool program, continued welcoming classes into the Museum, and have
started to develop new programs for upcoming exhibits.
Of course it’s never too early to start exploring culture and heritage in your own hometown! This year we have launched
a new preschool program, Preschool Puppet Playhouse, in partnership with Studio Babette Puppet Theatre. This engaging
program includes puppet shows, puppet making, music, and sing-a-longs! Studio Babette uses their fantastic handmade
puppets to tell classic fairy tales with a unique Dundas connection. This is a wonderful way to introduce preschool age
children to the Museum and Dundas community.
As we look ahead to our upcoming exhibits, we are also looking forward to updating our education programs. We will
continue to offer the secondary program, Understanding Fashion: Silhouettes in Time, updated to reflect Fashion to the
Future, which will examine fashion, culture, and society from the 20th century.
We are very excited for the second half of the school year and are already looking forward to the spring thaw. We would
like to encourage anyone interested in booking an education program at the Dundas Museum & Archives to contact us as
soon as possible to reserve your spot. We have many programs available and we are always thrilled to collaborate with
teachers and community groups to develop unique and special programming.

Luckily for us, Ms. Harrison’s class happened to visit on one of the best days
of the year – Museum Selfie Day! They posed for a quick selfie that was
shared on our Facebook page before diving into their education program.
Museum Selfie Day was started five years ago by Culture Themes in an effort
to highlight and spotlight the need for culture in our society, internationally.

In the Pirie House
Drawing at the Museum
January 13 - March 10
		 Explore the treasures and challenges of drawing at the
Dundas Museum & Archives. In the spring and summer of
2017, students from the Dundas Valley School of Art met
each week at the Museum to work with artist Katherine
MacDonald.
		 Each class featured something unique: exhibitions,
pieces from the collection, and the opportunity to explore
local history through artwork.
		 From depicting the sharpness of a crease or the sheen of
silk, to the challenges of light and shadow on crystal, this
unique class provided both creative challenges and delight
for those with a love of all things Dundas. Works drawn by
the group during their time at the Museum will be on
display in the Education Centre Gallery this winter along
with some of the artifacts they captured.

Here and There: En Plein Air
March 13 - May 14
A description by artist John Christie: Traveling to new
places and painting are my passions. I wanted to combine the
two, but watercolours were too fragile and wet oil paintings
were very difficult to transport. About a year ago I decided to
learn to handle acrylic paint and this show is a visual
representation of that adventure.
The white quartz of the La Cloche Mountains in Killarney,
the laid back friendliness in Gros Morne Newfoundland and
the relaxing cottage in the Haliburton Highlands are some of
my favourite places to visit and paint. As much as I love to
travel, it is always nice to return to Dundas. The valley is, for
an outdoor artist, paradise and I will never tire of painting in
this area. I am excited to be showing my work in the Dundas
Museum & Archives because I am extremely proud of my Dundas heritage, and the Museum represents everything Dundas.

Upcoming events
Family Ceili
March 17, 1 pm - 4 pm
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with the Dundas Museum &
Archives and The Mountain Road Band. Come join us at
our Family Ceili, an afternoon of Irish song, dance and
tunes. You are invited to tap your toes, to dance, to sing
along and enjoy. Tickets are $10 for adults, children
free. Friends of the Museum tickets are 2 for only $15.
That’s a 25% savings! Call today to reserve your tickets.

Family
Ceili

An Afternoon of Irish Dancing & Music with

The Mountain Road Band
Saturday, March 17

1:00 p.m - 4:00 p.m
Move with Balance
Are you interested in improving your balance, flexibility,
strength, and cognition? Move With Balance classes start
Monday, April 9, 2018 at the Museum.

Tickets:
$10 for1:00
adults,
free
Classes for returning
participants:
– 2:15children
pm
Friends of the Museum discount: 2 for $15
Classes for new participants: 2:30 – 3:45 pm
139 Park Street West, Dundas ON | 905.627.7412 | dundasmuseum.ca

Information and registration:
Tues, Wed, Fri: 10:00 - 4:30pm

mail@dundasmuseum.ca

Sat: 1:00pm - 4:00pm

@DundasMuseum

/DundasMuseum
Thurs:
10:00 - BNSc
8:00 pm Licensed Brain Gym
Catherine
Flatt
Instructor

Phone: 905-628-2030
| Fee: $50 for 8 dundasmuseum
sessions
Sun & Mon: Closed

Drawing at the Museum
April 20 - June 22
Fridays 10 am - 1 pm
Explore the treasures and challenges of drawing at the
Dundas Museum & Archives. Each week will feature
something unique: exhibitions, pieces from the collection,
and the opportunity to explore local history through your
artwork. Some drawing experience required. Students
must have a Friends of the Museum membership, which
will be available for purchase at the first class. Course Fee:
$329. Register at dvsa.ca/classes or by visiting or calling
DVSA at 905-628-6357.

Restorative Yoga
at the Dundas Museum
Yoga teachers Cheryl Fenn and Anju Joshi invite you to
join them for restorative yoga. Dates for restorative yoga
are February 22, March 13, 18, & 29, and April 10 & 19.
Classes are $17 per session. Register at:
(905) 627-1785 or email Cherylfenn@outlook.com
Friends of the Museum are welcomed to try one yoga class for
free. Restorative sessions are excluded from this offer.

Preschool Puppet Playhouse
Second Tues. of each month
Join us for Preschool Puppet Playhouse with Studio Babette
Puppet Theatre. Each month features puppet shows of
classic fairy tales, puppet making, music, and sing-a-longs
with a unique Dundas connection. Tickets are $5 per child,
adults free. Spaces limited. Reserve your tickets by calling
905-627-7412 or e-mail mail@dundasmuseum.ca.

First One-of-a-Kind
Handmade Market
April 28, 11 am - 3 pm
The First One-Of-A-Kind Handmade Market will be taking
place at the Museum on April 28 from 11am – 3pm. With
local artisans showcasing their talented creations, bring
home some truly unique and beautiful pieces. Vendors are
wanted. Each booth will be industry exclusive. Contact
Christine Green at 905-628-0019 for more info.

Made in Dundas
May 26, 11 am - 3 pm
Mark your calendars! Made in Dundas Community
Family Festival returns on May 26 from 11am – 3pm.
The day will include a full roster of free activities and
crafts for families and kids of all ages. Annual favourites
such as horse drawn carriage rides with Stan Nowak,
antique fire trucks, and face painting will all be back with
the addition of new special features.

Feature Exhibitions
Fashion to the Future
Dundas Fashion 1960 - 2000
March 23 - June 2
Take a journey through time, as we explore fashion trends
worn in Dundas throughout the late 20th century, from the
groovy 1960s to the trendy 2000s. Join the discussion and
discover how the clothing we wear is often dominated by
larger global trends.
Help curate the show! The Museum is inviting all local
residents to participate in the community curated exhibition
– lending more modern pieces to the Museum which capture
the late 20th century. We are especially seeking clothing from
the 90s.
What’s in your closet? Do you have a piece that would
have been the height of fashion in the decades between 1960
and 2000? Visit Dundasmuseum.ca/fashion or email
fashion@dundasmuseum.ca for more information.

Finding Your Way
June 22 - September 30

This upcoming feature exhibition will explore maps
capturing the Town of Dundas and the City of Hamilton
from the late 18th century through to the current day. Maps
are everywhere today, and even more accessible with the rise
of smart phones. But where did they come from and how
do they continue to shape our understanding of the world
around us? This exhibition will include a number of original
maps from both our archival collection, as well as the
collections of private collectors and other institutions. The
exhibit will also include an interactive element, allowing
visitors to search, explore and add to the online “Discover
Your Historical Dundas” project.
Do you have a map that captures Dundas or the wider
region? Visit dundasmuseum.ca/maps and let us know.
Early map of Cootes Paradise from the private collection of Russ Powers, 1801.

Community Curator
Sikh Heritage Month
April 3 - May 26
		 The Sikh Awareness Council of Hamilton (SACH) aims to
educate both Sikhs and non-Sikhs on their history, heritage,
and beliefs through their activities, events and children’s camps.
		 The Sikhs in Canada exhibit will share the history and
heritage of the Sikh people. Sikhs have served for Canada in
WW1, seeing active service in Europe and beyond. Today,
Canadian Sikhs are leaders in many fields and professions, such
as education, law, athletics, medicine, arts, military and
policing. Sikhs have also been active in Canadian politics, from
being City Councillors, MLA’s, MPP’s, MP’s, and Ministers of
State.
		 Join us on Saturday April 21 from 1:30-3:30pm at the
Dundas Museum & Archives for the first collaborative Sikh
Heritage Month event. We’ll hear from influential speakers in
the community, learn about the contribution of Sikhs to WW1
and view the Sikhs in Canada exhibit. Refreshments will be
served.

Collections Highlight

Lyons Collection of
Bertram Machine Drawings
Many of you have had the chance to see in person or
in photos the Bertram steam hammer that now stands
in front of the Museum on Park Street. It represents
Dundas’ rich industrial history, and we are excited to
share that history with the community. You might not
know that the Museum also holds over 16,000 John
Bertram & Sons Company machine drawings,
including those of the steam hammer. Generously
donated to the Museum in 2016 by Don Lyons, these
drawings show the entire machine down to the most
minute screw or bolt. They are like a work of art in
their presentation. Currently each drawing is being
cleaned, described and scanned. This is a long-term
project that we are pleased to be sharing with the
community.
Excerpt from drawing of M-135 steam hammer, 1903.

New Faces

William Kearney

William is volunteering in the archives assisting with the ongoing mapping project.

Marley Beach

Marley is a McMaster student volunteering in collections, where she is helping to
catalogue artifacts and assisting with exhibits and events when needed.

Lee Alexander

Lee is a retired teacher helping with exhibit research, currently working on the
upcoming Fashion to the Future feature exhibition.

Chris Cardey

Chris is a docent who is giving tours of the Doctor’s office. He is also assisting with

Kira Cook

Kira is a museum studies student at Centennial College assisting with collections work.

Julia Sapiano

Julia is volunteering in collections assisting with cataloguing artifacts.

Kiara Weis

Kiara is a student in the Library and Information Technician program at Mohawk

exhibit research for the upcoming Tavern Town feature exhibition.

College. We are very pleased to host her for her Field Placement until April. Kiara will
be working with our antiquarian book collection and helping to re-organize our
reference files.

Miranda Vandervleit

Miranda is a student at the University of Toronto iSchool and has generously been
giving her time to work on archival arrangements and description projects.

The Museum is looking to team up with wonderful local groups and businesses for event sponsorships.
Support Your Community Museum and provide affordable, fun programming to your clients. All sponsors
receive a complimentary corporate membership, naming rights, rental discounts, and more!
Contact Us

139 Park St. West, Dundas
905.627.7412

mail@dundasmuseum.ca

Board of Directors

Staff

Russ Powers,

Kevin Puddister, Curator & General Manager

Board Chair & President

Sandra Kiemele, Archivist & Assistant General Manager

Keith Green , Vice President
Kerry McNamara, Secretary

dundasmuseum.ca

Janie Hartwell, Treasurer

/DundasMuseum

Peter Curtis

@DundasMuseum
/dundasmuseum

Tom Bontje
Michael Kovacevic
Dorothy Richardson
Arlene VanderBeek

Luke Stempien, Collections & Exhibitions Manager
Severine Craig, Collections Assistant & Volunteer Coordinator
Anna Patterson, Education & Events Coordinator
Samantha Green, Administrative Assistant
Claudia Palermo, Museum Attendant
Austin Strutt, Museum Attendant
Jessica Benjak, Museum Attendant

