UPDATE WINTER 2018- 2019
The Ontario Trillium Foundation
Invests in the Dundas Museum

Hours

Tues 10:00am - 4:30pm
Wed 10:00am - 4:30pm
Thu 10:00am - 8:00pm
Fri
10:00am - 4:30pm
Sat
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Sun & Mon
Closed

Thanks to an Ontario Trillium Foundation Capital Grant, this past summer saw
your Museum’s galleries dramatically renovated and improved for accessibility,
flexibility and environmental sustainability. Now, with another contribution from
Trillium, the Museum will begin working on a Seed Grant project that will pilot a
new technological approach to sharing the important events and personalities of
Dundas’ past. These interactive technology elements in the galleries will help to
Follow us
broaden and animate the diversity of experience that is shared. Join us on December
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The Dundas Museum &
Archives is grateful for the
continued support of our
Friends of the Museum.
Significant funding
provided by:
The H G Bertram Foundation

Rotary

Over the next year, the Museum will work with an experienced consultant to engage
the community in thinking about what stories we tell and how we tell them. The
technological options that are available to support this process will be reviewed. You
can be involved as we develop a consultation process to learn what our Friends of
the Museum, visitors, volunteers, and staff would like to see achieved. This research
will then be incorporated into the pilot interactive technology in the gallery.
It is our hope that the ideal technological solution will create a more flexible gallery
that takes into account different learning styles and accessibility needs, facilitate
intergenerational learning and allow for a diversity of stories to be told.
Additionally, the use of technology will allow the Museum to digitally share
artifacts, archival documents and photographs that are normally too fragile for
regular display, thus ensuring greater access and long-term preservation. Stay tuned
as more details become available.

DM&A ... A Year in Review
As 2018 winds down, I’d like to reflect on all the things
that have transpired this year. None of it would have been
possible, were it not for the extraordinary efforts of all
of our museum staff, volunteers and you - the Friends
of the Museum. Thank you to the Board of Directors for
their commitment to establishing the DM&A as the best
‘small-town’ museum in the whole of the province (maybe
I’m biased!).
Thanks to the Ontario Trillium Foundation, our exhibit halls
underwent a substantial facelift which showcased a number
of exceptional displays throughout the year. Be certain to
drop in to view our “Growing Up in Dundas” exhibit...you’ll
be truly intrigued by what our archives possess. The Bertram
Steam Hammer has returned home and is now a focus at our
main entrance and due to the ongoing efforts of our ‘garden
elves’, our renewed grounds continue to mature.
Our education program has had great success with
ever increasing uptake by the local and area schools.
Our archival assistants and volunteers are kept busy on
a daily basis researching hidden gems and responding to
information requests. A number of our volunteers have
undertaken personal interests which when completed will
enrich our resources. Thank you for your continued support.

Community Curator

The Spanish Flu in Dundas
Students from Mr. Bell’s Grade 5 and 6 classes at Dundas
Central School are marking the 100th anniversary of the
Spanish Influenza outbreak, which killed between 30,000-50,000
Canadians. By November, 1918 at least six people in Dundas
had died from the Spanish flu, including 15 year old Hazel Isabel
Layden, a student at Dundas Central.
With the help of our archivist Sandra Kiemele, and
volunteers Stan Nowak and Amy Poole, we have been able to
uncover her life using newspaper articles, census and death records,
assessment rolls, school ledgers, and family recollections. This
sobering project has made history tangible for the students,
allowing them to identify with this young girl and empathize with
her family and friends. In the New Year they will be designing a
Community Curator exhibit to share what they have learned. We
invite the community to visit in January to admire the student’s
hard work and pay their respects to the victims of the Spanish
Influenza.

DM&A Classroom

It is hard to believe that we are already three months into

the maps to explore how Dundas has changed, and

the school year! We have been able to welcome several area

how early maps were created. Using large scale and

schools to the Dundas Museum & Archives so far this year with

three-dimensional maps, as well as hands on activities, students

many more visits to come. We are extremely fortunate to be

learn the essential components of a map so that they can design

within walking distance of local schools but are also thrilled

their very own imaginary museum map!

when schools in Flamborough and Ancaster visit us too. We
have even had the opportunity to host various local home school
groups. Reaching the many students within our community has
always been our goal and we are very happy that this year has
been off to such a great start.

Our latest feature exhibition, Growing up in Dundas: A
History of Childhood, has been a very natural match for education
programs spanning Junior Kindergarten to Grade Four. This
exciting and colourful exhibit allows students to explore how
children their age lived, from the early Victorian era to the 1950s.

Our new education brochure has been a hit with many of

Before computer games, cell phones, and Instagram, kids had

our new programs being booked including, Art and Artifacts,

to make their own fun. In this program children make their

Classroom Curator, Childhood in Dundas, Finding Your Way,

own craft, play traditional playground games, and discover how

and Happy New Year! Following our recent gallery renewal, we

different, and similar, their lives would have been.

have ensured that our new programs reflect content from both
the permanent gallery and our ever-changing feature gallery.
Although our beautiful map exhibit, Finding Your Way: Maps
of Dundas has been uninstalled we have been able to reproduce
many of the maps and images used in the show for our ongoing
Grade Two mapping program. Students have a chance to use

Here at the Dundas Museum & Archives, we are thrilled to have
had such a positive response from the community to our new
educational offerings. We are looking forward to engaging with
students and teachers throughout the rest of 2018 and into 2019!

Upcoming events
Gingerbread House
Competition at Made in Dundas
RSVP by November 29
As part of Made in Dundas Christmas, this year’s event will
feature the First Annual Gingerbread Competition. Children
are to decorate the house at home and bring their creations
at 11am on December 1st. Judging will take place at 12pm
by Sue Preston of the Village Bakery. The contest is open for
children ages 5 - 11. Please RSVP by November 29th on our
website or by calling (905) 627-7412.

Made in Dundas Christmas
December 1, 11a.m. - 3p.m.
Join us on December 1st for Made in Dundas Christmas
Family Festival! This year’s event will feature a full roster
of family-friendly activities and Dundas’ only Santa Claus.
Don’t miss the games, activities, and prizes in our gallery
space to accompany our feature exhibition, Growing Up in
Dundas: A History of Childhood.

Preschool Puppet Playhouse
Dec 15, Jan 19, Feb 16, 10am - 11:30
Preschool Puppet Playhouse resumes on December 15th
with Studio Babette Puppet Theatre. Each month features
puppet shows of classic fairy tales, puppet making, music, and
sing-a-longs with a unique Dundas connection. Tickets are
$5 per child, adults free. Spaces limited. Reserve your tickets by calling 905-627-7412 or on our website.

Upcoming events
Winterblooms
January 24 - 27
Winterblooms, the much-anticipated annual collaboration
between the Dundas Museum & Archives, Carnegie Gallery,
and the DVSA, will be returning for a fourth year! The four
day event features exhibits of original artworks and precious
artifacts, accompanied by fresh floral arrangements designed
by local florists and students from the floral design program
at Mohawk College.

Burns Scotch Tasting
January 31, 7p.m. - 8:30p.m.
Celebrate the 260th Birthday of Robert Burns, Scotland’s
national bard with the Dundas Museum & Archives. We will
be ringing in the occasion with a night of scotch tastings,
haggis, a piper, and Scottish folk music. Poems from the great
Bard will be read between tastings to keep all in good spirits.
Tickets will be $50.00 for our Friends of the Museum or
$60.00 for guests. Call the Museum at 905-927-7412 or see
our website to reserve your tickets today!

Inside Outside
Family Day Festival
February 18, 12p.m. - 4p.m.
The Rotary Club of Dundas Valley Sunrise and the
Dundas Museum have come together once again
for the Inside Outside Family Day Festival! Join the
Rotary Club at the Driving Park for ice skating and carriage
rides, then warm up with hot chocolate and indoor games
and activities at the Museum. Visit both locations to win
prizes the whole family will enjoy.

Upcoming Exhibit
Dundas Inspired:
A History of Visual Arts
February 16 - April 27

An exhibition of local artwork spanning multiple mediums
and two hundred years of history, Dundas Inspired will
focus on the role which the visual arts have played in
the cultural history of the community. As a commercial
product, means of self-expression, or a resource for
learning about the past, the historical significance of local
artwork is immense. Ranging from the earliest depictions
of the town through to the vibrant artistic culture of today,
this exhibit will not only enlighten visitors about the lives
and passions of local artists, but will also offer a centuries
spanning glimpse of how the region has changed and
evolved. In the early years of Dundas’ growth the
professional artist was as essential to the community as a

blacksmith or tailor. The vibrant interests of Victorian
artists

expanded

into

a

tradition

of

local

exhibitions dating back to the mid-1800s. The
emergence of a thriving artistic community in the last
few decades has played a major role in reshaping and
defining the character of Dundas as we know it today.
The visual arts have a long and varied history in
Dundas which is rarely appreciated or explored. By
pairing
paintings,

the

Museum’s

extensive

collection

of

prints, pottery and carvings with a large

number of pieces from both gallery and private
collections, this exhibit aims to present a more
comprehensive look at the town’s artistic traditions than
has ever been available before.

In the Pirie House
Drawing at the Museum
January 23 - April 4
Explore the treasures and challenges of drawing at the
Dundas Museum & Archives. Students from the Dundas
Valley School of Art once again joined us to work with
artist Katherine MacDonald.
Each class featured something unique: exhibitions, pieces
from the collection, and the opportunity to explore local
history through artwork. From depicting the sharpness of
a crease or the sheen of silk, to the challenges of light and
shadow on crystal, this unique class provided both creative
challenges and delight for those with a love of all things
Dundas. Works drawn by the group during their time at the
Museum will be on display in the Education Centre Gallery
along with some of the artifacts they captured.

COAA Juried Art Show 2019
April 6 - June 22
From April 6 to June 22 our Education Centre will host
a juried art exhibition presented by the Central Ontario
Art Association. We are honoured to host this bi-annual
presentation of local artwork, specially curated by COAA
judges. This salon-style event will feature the work of
multiple artists who have entered their pieces into the
competition, with awards given to those pieces which the
judges deem ‘best in show’. Good luck to all contestants!
For more information, please see their website at:
coaart.com

New Faces
Shauna Taylor
Shauna is a recent graduate of the Masters of Museum Studies program at U of T, and is excited
to be working on the textile reorganisation project at the DMA. On her own time, she is a fibre
artist and is currently learning how to weave on a loom. This position is funded in part by the
Government of Canada through the Young Canada Works Program.

Thank you to our new volunteers!
Katilyn Laslo
Amy Poole
Wendy Sherwood

Deanna Hutten
Akiko Suto
Joy Garofalo

Call for Garden, Events & Education Volunteers
Volunteers are extremely important at the Dundas Museum & Archives. They come from a variety of
backgrounds and experiences, and range in age from teenagers to octogenarians. Through a broad range of
volunteer opportunities, they support the mandate of the Museum of preserving and sharing the history of Dundas.
We are currently seeking volunteers for our education programming, gardening, and at our special events, including Made in
Dundas Christmas on Saturday, December 1st. If you are interested in volunteering at the Dundas Museum & Archives, please
contact the Volunteer Coordinator, Anna Patterson, at volunteer@dundasmuseum.ca. To learn more, visit our website at
dundasmuseum.ca
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139 Park St. West, Dundas
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mail@dundasmuseum.ca

dundasmuseum.ca

/DundasMuseum
@DundasMuseum
/dundasmuseum

Board of Directors

Staff

Russ Powers,

Kevin Puddister, Curator & General Manager

Board Chair & President

Sandra Kiemele, Archivist & Assistant General Manager

Keith Green , Vice President
Kerry McNamara, Secretary
Janie Hartwell, Treasurer
Tom Bontje
Peter Curtis
Michael Kovacevic
Dorothy Richardson
Arlene VanderBeek

Severine Craig, Collections Manager
Samantha Green, Administrative & Marketing Coordinator
Anna Patterson, Education, Events & Volunteer Coordinator
Austin Strutt, Exhibitions Coordinator
Claudia Palermo, Museum Attendant
Marley Beach, Museum Attendant
Alison Dobslaw, Museum Attendant

